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LYNN AND JULES KROLL FUND FOR JEWISH DOCUMENTARY FILM

GRANTEES

2010

The Law in These Parts by Ra'anan Alexandrowicz and Laura Poitras chronicles the 43-year military legal system in the Occupied Palestinian Territories using interviews with its architects juxtaposed with historical footage showing the enactment of these laws upon the Palestinian population of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Hangman by Netalie Sperber and Avigail Braun examines the life of Shalom Nagar, a marginalized Sephardic prison warden turned ritual slaughterer, who was forced to do the dirty work of hanging Israel’s archenemy Adolf Eichmann and bore a national burden that dramatically shaped his life.  
Regarding Susan Sontag by Nancy Kates introduces new audiences to the work and life of the late critic, novelist, film director, activist, and star, who embodied the idea of tikkun olam, while helping others see her with fresh eyes. 
Numbered by Hilla Medalia, Dana Doron, and Uriel Sinai, tells the story of a scar and its bearers, intertwining video interviews of Auschwitz survivors, both in studio and outdoors, with still black and white portraits and photojournalistic images documenting their daily activities. 

Joann Sfar Draws from Memory by Sam Ball follows one of the most celebrated graphic novelists of our time on a whimsical journey through the Algerian-Jewish heritage that inspires his work.
2009

The Bagel: An Immigrant Story by Sarah Teale, Nela Wagman and Joan Micklin Silver. The story of the bagel is the story of the Jewish experience in America: struggling, prospering, and finally achieving acceptance. 

Black Bus by Anat Zuria and Lynn Roth tells the story of Sara and Shlomit, two young Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) women who are shunned by their own society after leaving the Haredi community and their singular and courageous attempt to document the society from which they have fled. 

Budrus by Julia Bacha, Ronit Avni, and Rula Salameh is about Ayed Morrar, a community organizer who became the leader of a Palestinian nonviolent movement that successfully united Palestinian factions and Israelis. Together, they not only protected but expanded Palestinian territory--a feat never before accomplished through violent or nonviolent means. 

Crime After Crime by Yoav Potash is about Joshua Safran, an attorney and Orthodox Jew, and his client Deborah Peagler, a wrongfully incarcerated African-American woman and a church leader inside the prison. Both are survivors of domestic violence. 

Surviving Hitler: A Love Story by John-Keith Wasson chronicles the lives of two subversive German teenagers who fall in love amidst a doomed plot to kill Hitler. 

2008

William Kunstler: Disturbing the Universe, directed by Emily Kunstler and Sarah Kunstler: Bill Kunstler’s daughters explore his journey from middle-class family man, to movement lawyer, to “the most hated lawyer in America,” and strive to come to terms with his legacy. 

Inventing Our Life: The Kibbutz Experiment, directed by Toby Perl Freilich, examines the history of Israel’s kibbutz movement, the longest running experiment in communitarian living, and sheds light on larger milestones in modern Israeli history through the lens of the kibbutz. 

Waiting for Armageddon, directed by Kate Davis, David Heilbroner, and Franco Sacchi, explores the culture of 50 million American Evangelicals who believe that Bible prophecy dictates the future of mankind and that Israel and the Jews play pivotal roles in ensuring Christ’s return. 

Outside the Box: Being Black and Jewish, directed by Lacey Schwartz: a woman with a family secret explores what it means to be Black and Jewish in America, and how to reconcile those two separate identities. 

Deconstructing Dad, directed by Stan Warnow, chronicles the remarkable trajectory his father, Raymond Scott, a major contributor to the world sound of the 20th century and other minorities of that time seeking to break barriers on the way to success. 

Run for Your Life, directed by Judd Ehrlich: the story of NYC Marathon founder Fred Lebow, a Jewish immigrant in America whose life became a testament to the power of sport in uniting the masses and the capacity of one human heart to revive a city on the brink of collapse.  

2007
My So-Called Enemy, directed by Lisa Gossels, is the story of six young Palestinian and Israeli female participants in “Building Bridges,” a special women’s leadership program that took place in 2002, and their divergent lives over the next five years.  

Off and Running: A Very American Coming of Age Story, directed by Nicole Opper: the life of a young, Jewish, African-American long-distance runner, and the adopted daughter a lesbian couple, is changed forever when her birth mother reestablishes contact. A Top 10 Audience Favorite of the Tribeca Film Festival and winner of the WGA Screenplay Award and Outfest’s Jury Prize for Outstanding Documentary.

Four Seasons Lodge, directed by Andrew Jacobs: from the darkness of Hitler’s death camps to the lush mountains of New York’s Catskills, this is the story of a group of Holocaust survivors who come together each summer to relive their tragedy, and to celebrate their lives. 

Blessed Is the Match: The Life and Death of Hannah Senesh, directed by Roberta Grossman: a harrowing account of the only outside rescue mission for Jews during the Holocaust, as well as a moving mother-daughter tale.  

Waltz with Bashir, directed by Ari Folman—Folman embarks on a fully animated documentary quest into the depths of personal memory to try to decipher what happened in Sabra and Shatila. Winner of the Golden Globe for Best Foreign Film; Academy Award nominee.  

After the Cup: Sons of Sakhnin United, directed by Christopher Browne, follows a season of struggle for Israel’s preeminent Arab soccer team, Bnei Sakhnin, and its captain and hero Abbas Suan, who also represents the Israeli national team in their quest for a World Cup spot.
2006 

Orthodox Stance, directed by Jason Hutt: the coming of age story of Dmitriy Salita, a 23-year old Russian immigrant who challenges precedent and prejudice by dedicating himself to competing life pursuits: a professional boxing title and observance of Orthodox Judaism. 

In the Family, directed by Joanna Rudnick, chronicles the first generation of women living with the knowledge that they are genetically predisposed to breast and ovarian cancer.  

So Glad About It, directed by Oren Rudavsky, addresses the discomfort and alienation felt by individuals from Black and Jewish communities, with a focus on Yavila McCoy’s uphill battle to create a community of Jews of Color throughout the United States. 

Leap of Faith, directed by Stephen Z. Friedman and Antony Benjamin: the first ever cinéma verité look at individuals and families in the process of converting to Orthodox Judaism.  
2005

Encounter Point, directed by Ronit Avni and Johlene Maklouf, tells the story of an Israeli settler, a convicted Palestinian fighter, a bereaved Israeli mother and a wounded Palestinian ex-prisoner who sacrifice their safety, public standing, communities and homes in order to press for a grassroots movement for nonviolence and peace. 

In Search of Bene Israel, directed by Sadia Shepard, describes Shepard’s journey to India to reconnect with her Jewish heritage by discovering the origins and traditions of her ancient people. 

Praying With Lior, directed by Ilana Trachtman: Lior, a highly spiritual thirteen-year-old boy with Down syndrome, approaches his Bar Mitzvah watched over by a “village”—his Reconstructionist rabbi father, stepmother, siblings, community, and Orthodox yeshiva. Winner of five Jewish Film Festival audience awards.

Making Trouble, directed by Rachel Talbot, profiles six Jewish women who each left a significant imprint on 20th century entertainment: Fanny Brice, Judy Holliday, Madeline Kahn, Molly Picon, Gilda Radner, and Sophie Tucker. 

The Rape of Europa, by Bonni Cohen, Richard Berge, and Nicole Newnham, interweaves the history of Nazi looting during World War II with contemporary investigations into the art that was lost and stolen. 

2004

Stalin’s Last Purge, directed by Alan Rosenthal, examines Stalin’s attack on Soviet Jewry and Jewish culture following World War II.  

Keep Not Silent, directed by Ilil Alexander Israel, Pamela Rosenberg and Lynn Roth: three Orthodox and Ultra-Orthodox women, all lesbians, in their fight for self-fulfillment and acceptance within the confines of their homes and their Jerusalem communities. 

Refusenik, directed by Laura Bialis and Stephanie Seldin Howard, is the story of the movement to free Soviet Jewry, told from the viewpoint of activists in the United States and within the Soviet Union. 

Neturei Karta: Guardians of the City, directed by Susan Rivo: an Ultra-Orthodox Jewish movement, its religiously based opposition to the State of Israel, and its surprising political alliance with Palestinians and their supporters. 

Kiddish with Cachaça: Jewish Roots and Revival in the Brazilian Backlands, directed by Jeremy Siefer: the preservation and the reinvention of crypto-Jewish identity in Brazil. 

Gett: Sentenced to Marriage, directed by Anat Zuria: the provocative story of three Orthodox women fighting an uphill battle in the Rabbinic courts of Israel to divorce their husbands and gain their freedom.  

At Home in Utopia, directed by Michal Goldman: the story of the United Workers Cooperative Colony, the “Coops,” a radical utopian community that grew out of the yearnings and ideals of Jewish secular immigrants in the 1920s.  

Hiding and Seeking, directed by Menachem Daum and Oren Rudavsky: a father tries to influence his observant Jewish sons to be more open and tolerant of the outside world.  
2003
One of Us, directed by Rina T. King: a window into the imagination of Peter Ginz, a literary and artistic prodigy, whose illustration “Moon Landscape” was taken by Israeli astronaut Ilan Ramon on his tragic voyage into space.  

At the Green Line, directed by Jesse Atlas: Israeli conscientious objectors (“refuseniks”) and active soldiers struggle to reconcile their roles as occupiers with their feelings of personal duty to their country.  

The Sky Socialist, directed by Ken Jacobs, explores “a deeply loved pocket of Manhattan, just below the Brooklyn Bridge” during the early Sixties, and the frame of mind through which Jacobs experienced this corner of the world.
2002
Sholem Aleichem:  Laughing in the Darkness, directed by Joseph Dorman, is a portrait of the world’s greatest Yiddish writer, Sholem Aleichem, the man whose stories became the basis of the musical Fiddler on the Roof. Using the author’s works and his own life story, the documentary presents a riveting tale of a traditional Jewish world on the cusp of profound change.

Forgiving Dr. Mengele, directed by Bob Hercules: Eva, a Mengele twin who survived, discusses her story, her decision to forgive the Germans, and the conflict that decision caused her. 

Land of Orange Groves and Jails, directed by Judy Branfman: the story of Los Angeles’ 1920’s labor and free speech battles through the eyes of a group of Jewish, mainly female, activists—then in their teens and now in their 80s and 90s. 

My Architect, directed by Nathaniel Kahn: the life and work of famed Jewish American architect, Louis I. Kahn, as told by his son. Winner of DGA award for Best Director of a Documentary and four national film festival Audience Awards; nominee for the Academy Award.

Following Sean directed by Ralph Arlyck, revisits the protagonist of a 1969 short movie, focused on a precocious 4-year old and his counterculture upbringing.  

2001

Last Dance, directed by Mirra Bank: inspired by the children’s opera “Brundibar,” which explores the creative alliance between author Maurice Sendak and the modern dance company Pilobous, as they explore the haunting legacy of the Holocaust.  
The Second Front, directed by Deborah Freeman: a portrayal of the brave Jews who fought their way out of Nazi captivity to join the underground resistance movements of Eastern Europe.  

L'Chayim, Comrade Stalin, directed by Yale Strom: the history of Russia’s Jewish autonomous region from its establishment in 1928 to the present.  

Resistance: Untold Stories of Jewish Partisans, directed by Daniel B. Polin and Kenneth Mandel: the story of a group memoir challenging the myth of Jewish passivity during the Holocaust by exploring the efforts of eleven Jewish partisans fighting the Nazis.

2000

Brownsville Black and White, directed by Laurann Black and Wendell Pritchett, explores sixty years of relations between Blacks and Jews in the Brooklyn neighborhood of Brownsville through the personal history of those who lived there. 
Living for Tomorrow: Untold Stories by the Pioneering Women of Israel, directed by Lilach Dekel and Gary Cohen: Israel’s pioneering Kibbutz women, now in their 80s and 90s, re-examine their lives and their role in the establishment of the State of Israel.  

The Papp Project, directed by Karen Thorsen and Tracie Holder, tells the story of New York’s indomitable, street-wise champion of the arts who introduced interracial casting to the American stage and created free Shakespeare in the Park, Hair, and A Chorus Line. Using his life and work as its prism, the film explores the issues he chose to champion: freedom of expression; democracy in the arts; the definition of American culture. 

Mayor of the West Side directed by Judd Ehrlich, is the story of Mark Puddington, a Jewish teenager with multiple disabilities, known on the Upper West Side as “the Mayor” and his three-year-long process of becoming a Bar Mitzvah.

1999

Ruthie and Connie: Every Room in the House, directed by Deborah Dickson and Donald Goldmacher: a close-up portrait of a working class Jewish lesbian couple in their 60s. 
Women of the Wall directed by Faye Lederman and Zelda Greenstein: the struggle for women’s equal participation in Judaism and for religious pluralism in Israel.
King of the Jews, directed by Jay Rosenblatt, explores the filmmaker’s relationship to the image and figure of Jesus Christ, and Christianity, while growing up as a Jewish boy in Brooklyn. 

Fighter, directed by Amir Bar-Lev and Jonathan Crosby: two Czechoslovakian Jewish men return to Europe together to face their respective Holocaust histories. 

Strange Fruit, directed by Joel Katz, explores the history and legacy of the song “Strange Fruit,” written in the 1930s by a Jewish Bronx schoolteacher and best known in a Billie Holiday rendition.

Divan (The Couch) directed by Pearl Gluck: a filmmaker’s journey from Brooklyn to Hungary to retrieve a family heirloom: a couch upon which Chasidic rebbes once slept. 

1998

Andre’s Lives, directed by Brad Lichtenstein, covers the efforts of “the Jewish Schindler,” architect Andre Steiner. 

Pleasures of Urban Decay, directed by Samuel Ball, traces the life and work of Ben Katchor, creator of a contemporary Jewish-American comic strip. 

Anusim: A Story of Crypto Jews in North America, directed by Nick Athas & Daniel Goldberg, explores the history and current search for identity among the descendants of crypto Jews in Mexico and North America. 

The March, directed by Abraham Ravett: a series of conversations between the filmmaker and his mother serve to document her recollections of the Death March from Auschwitz in 1945. 

Promises, directed by B.Z. Goldberg & Justine Shapiro: an approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the search for peace as experienced by children living in and around Jerusalem. Winner of several international film festival awards; nominee for the Academy Award.

1997

Arguing the World directed by Joseph Dorman: the lives of New York intellectuals Irving Howe, Irving Kristol, Daniel Bell, and Nathan Glazer, their common origins at the City College of New York and their divergent political and intellectual encounters. 

From Swastika to Jim Crow directed by Stephen Fischler & Joel Sucher: European-refugee Jewish scholars find teaching positions in black colleges in the South. 

Silence directed by Tana Ross & Orly Yadin: the story of a child survivor of Theresienstadt, told through the creative forms of animation and original music. 

Trembling Before G-D, directed by Sandi Dubowski: an exploration of the sexuality and identity struggles experienced by Orthodox Jews who are gay and lesbian. Winner of several international film festival awards; nominee for the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance.

One of Us (a.k.a Either/Or), directed by Susan Korda: an experimental film about the effects of the Holocaust on the second generation. 

A Letter Without Words, directed by Lisa Lewenz & Ella Arnhold Lewenz: the career of the director’s Jewish grandmother, who herself was a filmmaker in Berlin during the rise of Nazism and who legally recorded events in that city. 

1996 

The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg, directed by Aviva Kempner, profiles the baseball player who became a hero for American Jews struggling against anti-Semitism during the 1930’s and 1940’s. Winner of several international film festival awards and the Best Documentary award from the National Board of Review & National Society of Film critics; Peabody Award winner; Emmy nominee.

Treyf, directed by Alisa Lebow & Cynthia Madansky, explores issues of Jewish identity through the lives of two Jewish lesbians who meet at a Passover Seder. 

A Life Apart: Hasidism in America, directed by Menachem Daum & Oren Rudavsky: an intimate portrayal of the history, beliefs, struggles and joys of the Hasidic community. 

The Commandment Keepers, directed by Marlaine Glicksman, profiles an African-American synagogue in Harlem has maintained Orthodox Jewish traditions since 1919. 

August 1996

Blacks and Jews, directed by Deborah Kaufman & Alan Snitow: a narrative explanation of the historical and contemporary relations between Blacks and Jews in contemporary America. 

A Healthy Baby Girl, directed by Judith Helfand: a woman comes to grips with her exposure to DES, a drug taken disproportionately by pregnant Jewish women from 1947-1971, which caused a high incidence of cancer of the reproductive organs in their daughters. 

Exodus 1947, directed by Robby Henson & Elizabeth Rogers: the quintessentially American story behind the famous ship that was turned away from British-occupied Palestine. 

The Return of Sarah’s Daughters, directed by Marcia Jarmel: two Jewish women, raised in non-religious homes and very different from one another, find themselves drawn to Orthodox Judaism. 
TOTAL: 81 (as of 2010)
[image: image2.jpg]ZT
e
O
Sip
2sh
o
-
L0



[image: image3.jpg]Offce Location: Mailing Address:

P.0. Box 489

New York, NY 10011 v fewisheulture.org






